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UM STUDENT WINS THE FIRST KOCH LIBRARY SCHOLARSHIP 
M ISSOULA-
Tashun Wisemiller, a University of Montana student from Missoula, is the first winner 
of the Susan Koch Library Research Scholarship. He will receive $3,000.
Wisemiller’s paper, "The Question Unanswered," was among eight entries for the 
scholarship. The paper, which he wrote for a history class, explores the question of Japanese 
internees and their attendance at UM during World War II. Wisemiller used sources from the 
K. Ross Toole Archives at the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library to research his paper.
Koch Award winners are selected by a committee of University faculty. Wisemiller, 
who earned a bachelor’s degree in history from UM last spring, currently is pursuing a 
teaching certificate at UM. He also is a graduate of White Sulphur Springs High School.
The Koch Library Research Scholarship will be awarded annually to the best research 
paper using primary source materials held in the archives, special collections, government 
documents and maps departments of UM’s Mansfield Library.
The scholarship was founded last year to honor the late Susan M. Koch, a longtime 
supporter of the Mansfield Library, along with her husband, Douglas L. Koch. From 1991 to 
1994, she served as president of the Friends of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library,
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which funds the scholarship.
Wisemiller received his award at the annual Friends of the Library banquet on April 
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